CHAPTER XVII

A PERIOD OF ANXIETY

AT a dinner given me at the White House upon
my return home President McKinley mentioned the
repeated statements in the press about the friction
in my relations with Vice-Adrniral von Diedrichs, in
command of the German Asiatic Squadron,

"There is no record of it at all on the files," lie
said.

"No, Mr. President/* I answered. "As I was
on the spot and familiar with the situation from day
to day, it seemed best that I look after it myself, at
a time when you had worries enough of your own."

Every officer who had served in the Civil War
had had some experience with blockade, and some
observation, if not experience, of the international
questions which it had precipitated. Moreover, in-
ternational law had been one of my favorite studies.
Before the declaration of war with Spain I had not
only considered the preparations for the battle, but
my position in the event of victory. (In the event
of defeat no ship of our Asiatic Squadron would have
been afloat to tell the story.)

I foresaw that I must establish a blockade, cut- in the popu-
